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BCDEF>GHor Transmigration is a Cantonese-language song cycle with texts by Suyin Mak. The songs explore the experiences of the Hong 
Kong diaspora and how their memories of the past both define their cultural identity and help develop new ways of being and becoming. The work’s 
Cantonese title draws upon the multiple meanings of the word ICJ: on one hand, ICJ means ‘passage’, the transition to a different way of life 
after displacement from home; on the other, it refers toIKCJ, a ritual that releases the dead from the cycle of eternal suffering while serving as an 
act of remembrance for the living. The English title, Transmigration, similarly refers to both the act of exodus and the concept that the spiritual essence 
of a living being can begin a new life in a new physical form. 

Three songs in the style of the Lied anchor the structural nodes of the cycle at both of its ends and in the centre. Each pair of the two songs in 
between consists of one that is satirical and another that employs more aleatory syntaxes. The work is bound together by the four-note motif that 
opens the cycle, reappearing in its many guises. 

*** Redacted for security considerations *** 

Following the successful premiere of the song cycle’s original version, this orchestral version of the work was commissioned by Ponte London 
Orchestra, who premiered ‘In the same boat’, ‘Flavour allsorts’, and ‘Grapes of plenty’ with baritone Ambrose Chiu under the baton of Stephen Lam 
in St John’s, Smith Square, London on 3rd December 2022. 

 



 

 
 

Text 

*** Redacted for security considerations *** 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Instrumentation: medium voice solo and orchestra 

The voice part is sung in Cantonese. See LM (Jyutping)-to-IPA Pronunciation Instructions in the vocal score. Its range in each 
song as follows: 

1: 
 

2: 
 

3: 
 

4: 
 

5: 
 

6: 
 

7: 
 

 

Orchestra: 2 flutes (2. = piccolo), 2 oboes, 2 B b clarinets (1. & 2. = bass clarinets), 2 bassoons (2. = contrabassoon), 4 F horns,  
2 B b trumpets, 2 trombones, 1 tuba, timpani (5 drums), 2 percussion (triangle, sleigh bells, cymbals, tam-tam, police whistle, whip, 
wood blocks, glockenspiel, vibraphone, and tubular bells), celesta, and strings 

 

 

Performance directions: 

*** Redacted for security considerations *** 

 

 
Repeat boxed segment up to the end of the beam. 

 
Repeat boxed segment up to the end of the beam. Complete the last 
repetition beyond the said constraint if necessary. 

 
Spoken. 
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